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BROADWOODWIDGE.R  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  19‘^8. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  this  my  twenty-first  annual  report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December  in  acoordanoe  with  the 

instructions  of  the  Ministry. 

The  crude  birth  rate  this  year  is  considerably  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  whilst  the  crude  death 
rate  has  risen  to  one  point  above  the  national  figure. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  generally  good.  In 
November  twenty- jsix  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported 
at  the  Ivy  House  School,  Broadv^roodwidger , and  the  cause  of  the 
outbreak  was  thought  to  be  sausage  meat  served  to  the  children 
for  lunch  in  the  form  of  sausage  rolls.  It  was  not  possible, 
however,  to  obtain  any  samples  as  the  remains  of  the  lunch  had 
been  disposed  of  before  the  arrival  of  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health* 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  district  are  set  out  below: 


Ganeral  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  29,  294. 

Population  - 1931  Census  2,  177- 

Population  - 1951  Census 2,  028. 

Estimated  home  Population  - mid  195^  ....  2,  030. 

Parishes  six 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ^66 

Rateable  value  £7?  574. 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate £31.  Os.  Od. 

Loan  Debt £38,  373. 


V ital  S tatis  tics . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births. 

11 

11 

22 

Legitimate 

10 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths 

14 

12 

26. 

England  & 

Wal es . 


Live  Births  ..o  

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Still  Births  

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births  

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Infant  Deaths  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births.. 

Total. 

” " ” Legitimate  . . . . 

" " ” Illegitimate  . . 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  births  . . . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 

total  births  . . 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births . . . 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  

Corrected  Death  Rate 


22 

10.8 

no 

nil 


22 

1 

45.4 

50.0 


nil 


12.  8 

15.1. 


16.4 

21.6 

22.5 


11.7 


Age  at  Death  Table 


Age  of  Death 

Infants  under  1 year. 
1-5  years 

^ - 15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 55 
5 - 65 
5 - 75 

75  years  and  over 


Male 


Female 


1 

1 

3 

7 


Total: 


14 


12 
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The  Chief  Caus es  ot  Death  were  as  follows : 


Cancer  .............  1 

Diabetes  1 

Vascular  disease  8 

Coronary  disease  ...  4 

Heart  disease.  4 

Other  circulatory 

dis  ease. ....  1 

Pneumonia  ..........  1 

Ill-defined  causes  . 1 

Accidental 5 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services . 


The  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  remained  as 
in  previous  years,  and  no  complaints  \'vere  received. 

During  the  year  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  extended 
to  include  that  section  of  the  population  up  to  and  including 
the  age  of  25  years. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Infectious  diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners,  1958 . 

Measles  One  case  of  measles  in  a boy  aged  4 years. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  by  School  Authorities,  1958 . 

North  Petherwin  2}  Chicken  Pox. 

6 Mumps. 

St, Giles  in  the  Heath  .............  10  Chicken  Pox, 

Ivy  House  School  Broadwoodwidger. , . 26  Pood  Poisoning. 

Dephtheria  and  Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  either  disease  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


No  deaths  v;ere  recorded  from  this  cause.  One  new  case 
of  Glandular  Tuberculosis  was  reported  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  12  oases  remained  on  the  Register 
as  follows: 


Pulmo nary. 

M.  S’. 


Non- Pulmonary 

M.  F. 


4 4 


4 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. Judd  for  preparing  the  Section 
of  the  report  which  he  actually  administers. 

I am,  Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

E.  D.  Alien-Price. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Ilellescott,  Petherwin  Gate . 

Pour  traditional  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 

Jays  Cross.  Werrington. 

Tenders  were  received  and  Ministry  approval  for  acceptance 
given  for  two  traditional  houses  and  site  Vi^orks.  Building  will 
commence  early  in  1959* 

Ladycross,  Werrington 

As  the  mains  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  will  soon  reach 
Ladycross  the  Council  has  decided  to  build  o.  further  pair  of 
traditional  houses,  making  a total  of  10  on  the  site.  Plans 
are  in  course  of  preparation  and,  subject  to  a satisfactory 
tender  being  received,  it  is  hoped  to  commence  building  in  the 
early  Summer. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  Council  houses  in  the 
various  Parishes J- 


Broadwoodwidger 10 

North  Petherwin  ........  ...  . 10. 

Northcott  Hamlet  ...........  nil 

S t. Giles- in- the-Heath  6 

Virgins  tov/e 2 

Werrington  8 


The  figure  of  3^  Council  houses  does  not  sound  impressive 
unless  related  more  accurately  to  the  needs  of  the  district. 
There  are  236  agricultural  holdings  in  the  district,  deducting 
these  from  the  total  there  are  left  only  about  330  dvrellings 
v^rhich  are  not  farmhouses  either  large  or  small.  When  the  Jays 
Cross  and  tv/o  additional  houses  at  Ladycross  are  completed  it 
will  mean  that  of  the  non-farm  houses  the  Council  will  own  one 
in  every  twelve  properties  in  the  district.  vVith  the  product  of 
the  penny  rate  only  £31.  0.  Od,  and  up  to  three  years  ago 
£18.  0.  Od  or  less,  the  Council’s  effort  at  providing  new  houses 
is  one  of  which  they  have  every  right  to  feel  proud. 

The  true  picture  of  a Council's  housing  effort  is  to  take 
the  number  of  houses  built  since  the  War  by  the  Authority  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  County  of  Middlesex  is  an  urban- 
ised area  in  that  it  does  not  contain  a single  Rural  District 
Council.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  population  of 


- 5 - 


g OXJ^TIH 

*'  ' '■-  - ^'l-i-m.  -_  % / 

■ • ■■ 

<r.ontdIjr;toi'.  -fir^a  .^-^JaiiarfO  .tM 


kkocoh  jio:l/oo 


• k.-i  . ■ * :•’ ^ so  /•. 


; i'Vf  J 

:-5' 


jjnixif5  fjQlqi/ooo  Aiip  o*rov/  ootuorl  Xan.'i:?  it.riX  'u/o'f ' • 


’4*'' ; 
-■j 
•,i 


I -M  , 


.aBCi-iC»  ov.aI 

>>CifiaJ‘qBOOa  toi  lijvoiqc  i-  v,*!^  L-in  ti'a  {>ni:  Xo  viJ>  >o'i  ■ 


JIlw  gjiifiliuS  .aiiov/  fce  £(n/i  Imioto  ibi  nJ'  Qs^t  novls 

*5  \:IlttH-».  60rl  :'4»O0 


fioaoi  noca  J I f 'irvJiVW'  iiov^iCl  rf^'cOi'T  orfc^  i:o  r.iJXv.:':  >jr:i-  i:. 

• llO  t>  x>llUd  0^  irijij  a^.'i;  XituVL'i  ''  "uCiJ  « 

cfruX*!  ^ r.  yrljl^'m  tnx^ar  '^1  rnn- 

J i,...  -Ci  oS  •! Cj<::  [6  v t /j'»  icf^io.aqoiq  it.1. 

eri^  ni  r5‘'7.Uiii  J t‘0:io:u-.oo  qX  JjoqQii  bi  ■;  aniBtfi 


i i 


oxl^  ai.  Bi^Rooii  XXonuoO  lo  odx  'iX  >-ii:\vx,i  lot  Oi'xT 

-::•  . ar/oi-jav 


OX 

.0/ 

Xilf 

s 

f. 


. . 'XUyjX.’  .’^DCW 

::■  * *r:I 

« « ii » ■'  V ' ' i: ' 'i- 

;''J  3 Oil 

. J'Q  : .■"■'■ 

oJ'LOft 

■ 

‘ f ■’  ■•! 

X U 

■ 

'•‘(P 

■ Ji 

^^}*r  t.y 

........  no?  .-.o. 

' 'inw^'  ■ 

ov  f”:;  ;jwiqn:X  f'jjjo*-,  X o.”  xocti;cO  oK  -O  ‘'f''oX5  XiKT 

,«■;  r-l*iX alj'  r-^;;j  ^ci  rdroun  urir  (..X  .r>Tiir.^nji  jT-ii  X t*Oi>Xai/ 

^jix.Tco.-ti'i:  iXoixtaXIi  orj ' ;:x  ^.I  'fxfd'Xooi'i'jo  ofS'  ot':< 

ssni  rXi>-;5  OCC  n/ucfiJ  yfXiio  X.;;rrj  0ii;j-.  Tic'jtO- 

:r:jiZ  Qtut  norfr  .'■[o-nL  -to  .^;'ti  X.  i. :.jiX  io  , g'cjgj.'oiir'i'XxiX  Jua  '.'.i,.  it*  „.siv/ 
X.r  iliaJ'tilqnoc  •:•!  ; o '.oio  y.;>.  iX  tn  CxJno  iXiXXvt^  c'’/X  X/u:  -.liC-iU 

eno  flwo.Xllw  liou-.r.,::  ..‘’-Si;- :■  -rr.  unJ  ic  J-yLvi”  Litn 

la  iJ-'^uXc'iq'  fidiv  :J  e.'..*  ,'  X <»<»XJidqoiq  ai 

•:  • jii  3*1;  v.’t  '.O'!,.  ' vX'  tj  ■ ,;w;  .0 ''".XC'’i  zinc  oJ-i.tx  Xjif 

Bov.  rori  YYori  gnxMvo'iq  ,Ja*  *r':o  t- *. ! i o ^ax^X  Tro  Xc.  .0  .8Xa 

.[vttQ'xq  ,X3‘1:  '.'.-I'  wTi-oy.-  yv.-^^xl  fLo/.riw  Y'.  err:  jji  ■ 


‘I 

3 ^ 


ujif.X  oX  c t Xiol'X..  ^j-fiXat/cft  a aiufc;.'  Oi  tc,'  oii'^Xaiq  ejji?'  . 

•I  iq  '.‘.j  ^ iiiU  7,(4  li-.W  Jllud  3br,i.\  ii  "i.-.,  -i-.y;  ariJ 

•ojc*.  :-  rta lo-xyniroO  a/;x  .noi^nXnqr.q  ariX  lo  OvO^X 
I y I't.r  aXii  um/H  t^CTvfia  a nlnJv.co  .fn,i  ,aooi;  .r.-iIX  nl  aO'i'i  Xo.ji 
’.t  0 fi  o i .t j^X^Ki  0 j:  I .j  1 .1  j ’x  R i ri  j'  -,n  f ,^  r *1  w 7-0  d .niX  e>d J'  -t A . X i on;/'?  6 


the  County  of  Middlesex  v/as  2,  249,100  and  the  18  Boroughs 
and  8 Urban  Councils  had  bet¥/een  them  built  44,422  Council 
houses  since  the  end  of  the  War  giving  an  average  of  about  21 
Council  houses  completed  per  1,000  of  the  population,  whilst 
during  the  same  period  the  average  of  this  Council  was  15  per 
1,000  of  population.  Living,  as  we  are,  in  a district  which, 
because  of  its  lach  of  population,  is  in  fear  of  losing  its 
entity,  this  comparison  with  the  most  urbanised  County  in 
England  should  if  it  serves  no  other  purpose,  give  some  food 
for  thought. 

These  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council  with  two 
objects  in  view,  firstly  to  provide  good  homes  for  agricultural 
workers  employed  in  the  district  and  secondly  to  keep  young 
men  and  v^omen  born  in  the  district  from  drifting  off  the  land. 
Unfortunately  the  policy  is  only  partially  successful  because 
in  some  of  the  more  isolated  sites  considerable  difficulty  is 
being  experienced  in  obtaining  tenants  - in  fact  for  the  last 
house  let  we  were  unable  to  get  a local  tenant  and  had  to  offer 
the  house  to  a lady  living  in  London.  This  difficulty  the 
Council  appreciate  and  are  now  only  building  where  there  is  a 
reasonably  good  bus  service  to  Launceston.  The  fact  remains 
that  we  ha.ve  many  farms  in  isolated  positions  many  miles  from 
Launceston  and  with  no  bus  services.  Some  of  these  farms  are 
in  need  of  labour  yet  it  is  evident  that  should  the  Council 
build  houses  in  isolated  parts  of  the  area  that  they  will  have 
them  lying  empty  on  their  hands.  It  is  a problem  of  the  future 
to  which  one  can  see  no  solution,  my  personal  opinion  is  that 
in  the  not  far  distant  future  much  of  the  labour  to  v?ork  such 
farms  will  be  in  the  form  of  gang  labour  based  on  Launceston 
and  Holsworthy. 

For  years  poor  housing  and  lack  of  amenities  have  been 
blamed  for  the  st-:.ady  drift  from  the  countryside  of  the  3;"oung 
and  the  not  so  young.  Lack  of  piped  v/ater  and  electricity  have 
certainly  contributed  towards  the  drift  but  one  feels  that  poor 
roads  and  inadequate  transport  facilities  are  also  contributory 
factors.  Much  more  money  is  needed  for  spending  on  the  un- 
classified roads  which  ore  in  the  main  means  for  communication 
in  a district  such  as  this.  This  country  cannot  be  prosperous 
with  a declining  agricultural  populo.tion  and  it  is  over  these 
unclassified  roads  that  the  youths  and  maidens  have  to  travel 
to  find  their  amusement  G.nd  in  many  cases  carry  on  their  courting. 


Private  enterpri.se  houses  cnmpl  eteri  (inrinf*:  the  year...  2, 
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HOUSING-  ACT,  1949  - Improvement  Grants. 


During  195^  "the  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  not 
refusing  a grant  in  any  case  v/here  the  applicant’s  property 
could  be  brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Properties  for  v/hich  applications  received 5 

Properties  for  which  a grant  was  offered  4 

Properties  for  which  a grant  was  refused  1 

Schemes  completed  during  the  year 6 

Total  cost  of  schemes  completed  during  the  year. £1515, 0. Od. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  defects  under  the  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts  . ....  43 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  87 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ....  nil 

3.  Dwelling  houses  {exclusive  of  those  under 

preceding  sub-heading)  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  32 

4.  Remedy  of  defects  during  year: 

(a)  Without  the  serving  of  Formal 

Notices  ....  30 

(b)  Formal  Notices  under  the  Housing 

Acts  ....  nil 

(c)  Formal  Notices  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  I936,  3 

5.  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  2 

Overcrov/ding  abated  by  allocating 

Council  houses.  ....  2 

RENT  ACT,  19^7 

It  is  now  18  months  since  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Rent  Act  1957 > Q-nd  during  that  time  not  a single  application 
has  been  received  for  a oertifioate  of  disrepair. 
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PLANS 


The  following-  plans  were  approved  by  the  Council  under 
their  Building  Byelav/s  = - 


Alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
houses. 

Agricultural  Buildings 
New  Dwelling  houses 
Garage 
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FOOD  SUPPLIES 

All  bread  is  delivered  from  Launceston  there  being  no 
baiceries  in  the  district. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  is  one  slaughter-house  which  is  used  by  the  owner 
for  his  family  business* 

GROCERS 


There  are  seven  general  stores  from  which  groceries  are 
served,  two  being  reasonably  large  shops  the  remainder  being 
one  room  divided  off  from  the  rest  of  the  house  and  used  as°a 
general  store.  Conditions  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  four  retailers  of  pre-pacEed  ice-cream.  In 
all  cases  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

MILK 


There  are  only  two  retailers  and  each  holds  a Supplemen- 
tary licence  for  the  retail  of  Pasteurised  milk.  The  bulk  of 
the  i'opulation  obtain  their  milk  supply  by  fetching  it  from 
farms,  these  producer-retailors  and  their  premises  are  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food. 

FOOD  POISONING 


Tv;enty-six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  at 
Ivy  House  School,  Broadwoodwidger.  The  cause  of  this  outbreak 
was  thought  to  be  sausage  meat  served  to  the  children  in  the 
form  of  sausage  rolls  and  re-heated  on  the  premises.  It  was 
not  possible  to  obtain  a sample  of  this  sausage  meat  as  all 
that  remained  after  the  children's  lunch  had  been  disposed  of 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  IQ38 . Section  3 


The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act 
during  the  year  by  the  County  Inspector s- 

Milk  ....  26  samples  - All  genuine. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


As  the  North  Devon  VYater  Board  are  extending  their  mains 
the  benefit  of  a piped  water  supply  is  being  appreciated  by 
* more  householders  and  agriculturalists. 

t During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the  following 

extensions : - 


1.  Box's  Shop  to  Ladyoross  and  Yeolmbridge. 

2.  Broadv/oodwidger  to  Rexon  Cross  and  Kellacott. 

An  extension  of  the  main  from  Ladycross  to  Langdon, 
Brazacott  and  Maxworthy  is  needed. 


Mr. Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board, 
has  submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  in. your  district 
during  the  year. 

The  following  schemes  are  in  progress  or  have  been 
completed  during  the  year. 

1)  St.  Giles  to  Y/errington 

2)  Yeolmbridge  and  Ladycross 

This  is  the  trunk  main  which  will  serve  a very  large  part 
of  Broadwoodv/idger  area  and  good  progress  has  been  made  to  date. 

• This  scheme  will  be  extended  to  include  North  Petherwin  etc., 
possibly  by  i960. 

T 

Other  small  schemes  completed  include.” 

1)  Broadwoodwidger  to  Rexon  Cross. 

2)  Rexon  Cross  to  Kellacott 

3)  Grinnacombe  Moor  to  Broadwoodv^^idger  to  Shop. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  is  collected  bi-monthly  from  all  hamlets  and  houses 
bordering  the  principal  roads  in  the  district.  In  the  past  this 
has  been  done  by  means  of  an  open  lorry  which  method  was  untidy 
and  unhygienic.  During  the  year  the  Contractors  (who  also 
carries  out  the  service  for  Launceston  R. D.C)  purchased  a 
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second-hand  covered  refuse  lorry  which  has  improved  the 
service  and  has  made  dumping  at  the  refuse  tip  easier. 

FACTORIES 


The  only  factory  registered  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937? 
is  for  motor  vehicle  repairs.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
serve  any  notice. 


$ 

\ 

In  conclusion  I v/ish  to  thanlc  the  Council  for  their 
support  and  for  the  ready  h^’aring  which  they  always  give  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

T.  A.  JUDD. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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